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Editorial  

CABINENT APPROVES TC BILL, A GREAT MILESTONE FOR  
ZAMBIA.  

 
A new ray of light has appeared for 

Zambia as the Tobacco Control Bill re-

ceives preliminary approval from Cabi-

net. For Zambia, this is a crucial turning 

point.  We applaud this government for 

being sensitive to Zambians' concerns 

about mounting deaths brought on by 

tobacco usage. 

From fifteen years ago, when Zambia adopted the World Health Organization Frame-

work Convention on Tobacco Control (WHO/FCTC), it has been a lengthy journey for Zam-

bian Civil Society advocating the Tobacco Control Bill. 

We commend Hon. Sylvia Masebo for being a true and consistent health advocate.  While she 

was Minister of Local Government and Housing, she in 2008 passed Statutory Instrument 39, 

which to this day prohibits smoking in public places. Now, as Minister of Health, she has 

been unwavering in ensuring that the Tobacco Control Bill passes from Cabinet office to Par-

liament. We are confident that it will finally become law. 

Tragically, Zambia each year loses approximately 7,142 persons to tobacco-related diseases, 

with the government spending approximately K2.8 billion on treatment. The Tobacco Control 

Bill’s approval in principle by Cabinet is a tremendous achievement, and we strongly urge our 

policymakers to support the Bill when it is introduced in Parliament. 

Through this Bill, Zambia stands to gain economically, as the health burden will significantly 

be reduced as a direct result of a reduction in the number of deaths due to tobacco related dis-

eases. 

Passing legislation to control tobacco use and exposure to tobacco smoke has proved to be a 

significantly effective way of reducing the prevalence of tobacco use. By way of illustration, 

in the case of Kenya in 2008, 19% of males used tobacco products and in 2014, this number 

had reduced to 12.8% following its domestication of WHO FCTC. 
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NEW DEVELOPMENT ON TOBACCO CONTROL BILL BY CABINET EXCITES 
PROF.GOMA. 

 
BY CYNTHIA NKHATA 
 

Chairperson of the Tobacco Control Consortium of Zambia Professor Fastone Goma has 
welcomed cabinet's approval in principle of the Tobacco Control Bill. 
 
"We are very excited with the news, and we are waiting for the Bill to be taken to parlia-
ment.” He said. 
 
Speaking in an exclusive interview, Professor Goma says he now eagerly anticipates the 
bill’s presentation to parliament. 
 
He has commended Minister of Health Sylvia Masebo for showing leadership towards 
the bill. 
 
"Honourable Sylvia Masebo has been a real champion against tobacco use and the harm-
ful effects of tobacco and she has been very consistent in her approach in making sure 
we protect the current and future generations." He noted. 
 
Professor Goma says the Consortium will be looking forward to parliament taking it up 

and is hopeful that the House would engage in informed debates. 
 
He has commended the Parliamentary Forum for Tobacco Control, headed by Zambezi East Member of Parliament 
Brian Kambita, and commended the parliamentarian for raising awareness among his fellow lawmakers. 

YOUTHS TOOK PART IN THE TOBACCO CONTROL HEALTH WALK. 
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THE Ministry of  Health 
(MOH) joined  the First 
ever 'Tobacco Control 
Health Walk and Aero-
bics Mania' organized by 
the Centre for Trade Pol-
icy and Development 
(CTPD) Executive Di-
rector Isaac Able 
Mwaipopo and Center 
for Primary Care Re-
search Director, Profes-
sor Fastone Matthew 
Goma, on Saturday, 28th 
January, 2023.  
 
The activity was conducted to en-
courage healthy lifestyles, raise 
awareness of the negative effects of 
substance abuse among young peo-

ple, and support legislative and policy 
changes that safeguard children and 
adults from harmful substances like 
tobacco. The walk began at CTPD's 
office, which is close to the Parlia-
ment Building (Manda Hill), and end-
ed at East Park Mall, where Professor 
Goma the Chairperson of the Tobacco 
Control Consortium of Zambia 

(TCCZ), led the aerobics. 
 
Professor Goma expressed optimism 
that Minister of Health Sylvia Masebo 
would hasten the Framework Conver-

MASEBO CONVEYS HER CONFIDENCE IN FCTC DOMESTI-

CATION AS CONSORTIUM CONDUCTS HEALTH AND 

WELLNESS ACTIVITY. 

By DERRICK SINJELA  

sation on Tobacco Control's 
(FCTC) domestication after a 15-
year wait, adding that he was 
confident that the Tobacco Con-
trol Bill would be approved by 
Cabinet in its upcoming meeting, 
and sent to Parliament for domes-
tication. 
 
He further, lauded Health Minis-

ter Sylvia Masebo for being a 

champion of tobacco control. 

Speaking on the Minister’s be-
half, MOH Spokesperson Dr. 
Kalangwa Kalangwa conveyed 

Honourable Masebo’s assurances 
to the consortium that their dream 
of having the FCTC domesticated 

will become a reality before the 
end of the year (2023). 


